THE GREAT TUDORS
all. Of the religious question he was hardly aware, except
that he had a healthy dislike for Lollards, natural in a
young man who was pleased to relate when preaching before
Edward VI how he " buckled his father's harness/' when
Hugh senior went to his king's aid against the Cornish
rebels, and in another sermon urged the same king to see
that the justices did their duty in carrying out Henry VIIIJs
Acts for the promotion of archery.
" Men of England in times past were wont to go
abroad in the fields a shooting. But now it is turned
into boiling, glossing, gulling, and whoring within the
house. . . . My father was as diligent to teach me to
shoot as to teach me any other thing. He taught me
how to draw, how to lay my body in my bow, and not
to draw with strength of arms, as other nations do, but
with strength of the body: I had my bows bought me,
according to my age and strength, for men shoot never
so well except they be brought up in it; it is a goodly
art, a wholesome kind of exercise, and much commended
in physic."
The effects of the visit of Erasmus to Cambridge became
more apparent after the great scholar had left, especially
when his new edition of the New Testament found its way to
the University. As the interest in the new ideas grew,
Larimer's zeal as a defender of traditional belief increased,
and he continued his progress through the degrees of
academic distinction without showing any sign of infection
with heterodox notions, until in 1522 he had the honour on
ceremonial occasions of carrying the University cross, for
sixteen pence, the equivalent of nearly a pound to-day.
Although he was strictly orthodox, Latimer already
attracted the attention at Cambridge of men who saw more
in him than the conventional theologian. Like others who
have launched a new religious movement, he was dis-
tinguishing himself for his zeal in attacking the movement of
which he was to be a prophet. In the meantime the secret
adherents of the German and Swiss reformers had been
growing in numbers. There had been a public burning of
Luther's works, but this only gave a fresh impetus to the
movement. Distinguished amongst these earnest young
men was one Thomas Bilney, who has related his conversion
204